[Epidemiology of inflammatory rheumatic diseases].
Chronic inflammatory rheumatic diseases are becoming one of the central problems of public health services. Prolongation of expected life span due to better diagnostics and better and more efficacious therapeutic procedures resulted in increasing number of patients with chronic inflammatory diseases in population. Any serious consideration about health problem must include adequate epidemiologic analysis. This text briefly covers the problems of descriptive and analytic epidemiological studies and shortly addresses results of Croatian epidemiological studies of inflammatory rheumatic diseases in the last ten years.